On the morning of December 26, 2004, Muttaiya Sundaralingam and his wife Indrani did not survive the major tsunami as it hit the coast of Sri Lanka in Trincomalee following the submarine earthquake which had occurred a couple of hours earlier off the coast of Sumatra. Dr. Sundaralingam left us with central contributions in the field of the stereochemistry of nucleic acids. He was also a major player in the development of the crystallography of nucleic acids from single bases to large macromolecules. Sunda, as he was known in the nucleic acid community, was born in Taiping, Malaysia, on September 21, 1931 into a family of eight brothers and four sisters. His father was a hospital attendant. At a young age, he was struck by polio and overcame it, but was left with Sunda was an intense, sometimes passionate lecturer (see Figure 3) . His lectures were full of vitality, surcrystallizations of tRNAs, but it was another three years before high resolution X-ray diffraction was obtained.
prising comparisons, and unexpected jokes. He was moved by a deep conviction of the fantastic power of Soon, two crystal forms emerged: an orthorhombic form in Alex Rich's laboratory and a monoclinic form X-ray structures for unraveling biological phenomena. He had an incredible knack for animating the beauty of first in Sunda's laboratory and soon after in Aaron Klug's laboratory. The monoclinic form was important crystal structures and for targeting their key points and biological impact. Not surprisingly, such charismatic because the crystal lattice dimensions limited the overall size of the tRNA molecule and indicated that it could talks attracted students to biological crystallography. As a teacher, he was demanding, sometimes eager or not be cigar-shaped, as had been widely anticipated.
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